REPORT OF NIGERIAN WOMEN IN AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH
FOR DEVELOPMENT (NiWARD) 6TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING,
CONFERENCE AND WORKSHOP HOSTED BY UNIVERSITY OF
AFRICA, TORU-ORUA (UAT), BAYELSA STATE FROM AUGUST 14TH16TH, 2018
The meeting started on 14th August, 2018 with a welcome address by the Chief
Host, Prof. Valentine Aletor, Vice Chancellor of the University of Africa, ToruOrua. The opening remark was given by the Chairman of the Occasion; Professor
Steve Azaiki who was ably represented by the Vice Chancellor of Niger Delta
University, Amassoma. Prof Edoumiekumo; while goodwill messages were
delivered by NiWARD Founder, Prof Stella Williams, Deans from NDU and
University of Jos, and AWARD representative; while the LOC Chairperson Prof.
Aduabobo Hart gave an overview of the conference activities. NiWARD President
Prof Alaba Jolasho gave the presidential address. The keynote address was
delivered by the Director of AfDB, Ms Oley Dibba-Wadda who represented the
President of AfDB. The Commissioner of Agriculture and Natural Resources,
Bayelsa State also delivered an address to the conference participants.

They all praised NiWARD for her position to move forward agriculture in the
Country. Their messages challenged NiWARD to do more to occupy her rightful
place by being a front burner in the set goals and objectives (to end hunger and
poverty and in turn feed the world).
To commemorate the 10th anniversary of AWARD, eleven Secondary Schools in
Bayelsa State and six higher institutions in Bayelsa, Delta and Rivers States
participated in essay competitions. The winners of the Essay Competition were
recognized and rewarded one after the other. Winners were identified in three
categories: junior, secondary and tertiary institution. During the AGM, it was
agreed that Essay competitions should be adopted as an annual activity to be done
in every zone that will host the AGM subsequently.

OVERALL RESULT: JUNIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL
Name of Candidate
TOFFAN, Benjamin Boboyilayefa
LOSINGHA, Sylva
OSOBONYE, T. Boma

School
Government
Secondary
School,
Amassoma
Ayama Montessori International School,
Tombia
Federal Science And Technology College,
Tungbo

Score
80

Position
1st

78

2nd

77

3rd

OVERALL RESULT: SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL
Name of Candidate
APPI, Ebifie Omondiafere
OMODIOHWO, Kessiena Abraham
JACKREECE, Deborah Biobelema

School
Nembe National Grammar School
Federal Science And Technology College,
Tungbo
Federal Science And Technology College,
Tungbo

Score
90
85

Position
1st
2nd

82

3rd

Score
80
75
73

Position
1st
2nd
3rd

OVERALL RESULT: TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS
Name of Candidate
MANGORO, Oghenegare Augustina
EFEKE, Blessing Abel
IBABA, Ayibanoa Lekoo

School
Nigerian Maritime University, Okerenkoko
Niger Delta University
Niger Delta University

Tea breaks and lunches were served to all participants (about 150 in number).

After this, the technical sessions were held and here all the presenters that had their
paper accepted for presentation presented their innovations and outputs in one of
the five thematic areas, discussions and question followed each of the presentation
and tips to improve on their presentation and technical skills were shared with
them.

The AGM was held afterwards and the following resolutions were agreed upon and
adopted as modus operandi.

Brief introduction of NiWARD was shared as 90% of the attendees are none
AWARD affiliates, participants also introduced themselves and registration of
NiWARD was announced and celebrated officially.
Expectations from members were discussed and it was agreed upon that their needs
will be adequately met in the network. Three conditions were therefore highlighted
to be met by anyone to be a member:
 Financial Commitment i.e. payment of NGN 5,000 annual registration dues
and the NiWARD WhatsApp group that had been operating since 2017 were
to discontinue.
 Involvement and commitment to the networks goals:
 Presence and Participation in meetings.
The Keynote speaker's feedback was thereafter discussed. She encouraged us to
come up with 21st century's solutions and make our proposal/requests as simple as
possible; she reiterated that the technical jargons used before are not easily
understood by reviewers.
Way forward decided upon were:
Innovations should spring forth in the form of work plan for the year. The various
work plans sent were summarized to the hearing of all and these were accepted and
more were added listed below:
Tripod Capacity Building along the following:
Agribusiness
Leadership
Mentoring on Scientific and grant writing
Mentoring and capacity building with the aim of infusing the culture of AWARD
into all NiWARD members.
Furthermore, grouping on different trainings/themes to foster collaborative
research.
We are also going beyond just AGM but now impactful encounters and meetings at
a regular agreed upon intervals.
Different arms/departments will also be introduced i.e.

Outreach (in charge of implementing outreaches to end users and communities for
use of research innovations),
Proposal Writing Committee (in charge of developing grant proposal to fund raise
for the Organisations and this can be in partnership with other organisations) and
ICT committee in charge of communications, visibility, bringing on of members on
technical groups and addition of members to the various platform. Deola
Ogunsesan was selected as a member of this team and she is to learn from Emike
(our volunteer that has been updating and operating our various platforms up until
now).
Proposal and Science Writing
Intellectual property rights
Postharvest solutions proposal
Demand driven researches.
The second day started with an excellently delivered gender workshop by Mr.
Rodger Obubo. The use of roleplay to derive matrix was stressed and this was
practiced by all present. There was another workshop on Literature Search,
Reference Managing and Online Visibilities by four AWARD Fellows. The
workshops were very informative and interactive.

The conference rounded off with an excursion to the Aquaculture Village in
Yenegwe, Bayelsa State. Participants and the AWARD team were taken round the
different sections (Hatchery, Feed mill, Fish Ponds, Fish processing factory among
others). This visit was explosive and interesting to all attendees.

